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• www.answering-islam.org
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• A Christian’s Pocket Guide to Islam 

by Patrick Sookhdeo
• Unveiling Islam by Ergun Caner
• Terrorism, Jihad, and the Bible by 
MacArthur
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ISLAMISLAM
FOUNDERFOUNDER
�� Muhammad Muhammad (ca570(ca570--632)632)
�� Main sects: Sunni, Main sects: Sunni, Shi’iteShi’ite
�� Islam means “submission” Islam means “submission” –– to the will of Allahto the will of Allah
�� It is a holistic religious and social systemIt is a holistic religious and social system
�� Muslims Muslims believe that Islam is the original believe that Islam is the original 
religion, and all true believers, be it *oah or religion, and all true believers, be it *oah or 
Jesus were “MuslimsJesus were “Muslims””
�� Islam does not separate religion from politicsIslam does not separate religion from politics
��View Hollywood and Soap Operas as Christians View Hollywood and Soap Operas as Christians 
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ISLAMISLAM
FOUNDERFOUNDER
�� Muhammad lost his father before he was Muhammad lost his father before he was 
born and his mother died when he was 6born and his mother died when he was 6
�� He lived with his grandfather who died 2 He lived with his grandfather who died 2 
years lateryears later
�� He then lived with his He then lived with his uncleuncle
�� He is considered the “seal” or last of all He is considered the “seal” or last of all 
the prophetsthe prophets
�� Muslim view of religions Muslim view of religions –– elementary, elementary, 
middle, high schoolmiddle, high school

ISLAMISLAM
DATEDATE
�� About About AD AD 610, in Mecca and 610, in Mecca and Medina Medina 

(formerly Yathrib)(formerly Yathrib)

LOCATIONLOCATION
�� Centered in Mecca, Saudi Centered in Mecca, Saudi ArabiaArabia
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ISLAMISLAM
STATISTICSSTATISTICS
�� There are about 1.3 billion Muslims worldwideThere are about 1.3 billion Muslims worldwide
�� Most do not live in the Middle EastMost do not live in the Middle East
�� 210 210 million Muslims in Indonesiamillion Muslims in Indonesia
�� 150 150 million in India, 100 million in Bangladeshmillion in India, 100 million in Bangladesh
�� 163 163 million in Pakistanmillion in Pakistan
�� 120 120 million in Africa (67 million in *igeria million in Africa (67 million in *igeria 
alonealone). 133 million in China.). 133 million in China.
�� 11--2 2 million Muslims live in America, and about million Muslims live in America, and about 
2/3 are foreign2/3 are foreign--bornborn

ISLAMISLAM
STATISTICSSTATISTICS

�� Islam is Islam is notnot the world’s fastest growing religionthe world’s fastest growing religion
�� Christianity is (primarily Christianity is (primarily PPentecostal) entecostal) in Africa, in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin AmericaAsia, and Latin America
�� However, I would say many in 2.2 billion Christian However, I would say many in 2.2 billion Christian 
statistic are “cultural Christians”statistic are “cultural Christians”
�� The number of true believers would be much The number of true believers would be much 
lower, possibly less than 1 billionlower, possibly less than 1 billion
�� In terms of Islam, most the growth is due to the In terms of Islam, most the growth is due to the 
birthrate birthrate –– 1.6 1.6 in “developed in “developed countries” vs. 5 countries” vs. 5 
children born to average women in Muslim countrieschildren born to average women in Muslim countries
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ISLAMISLAM
BEGINNINGSBEGINNINGS
�� Muhammad claimed that when he was 40, the angel Muhammad claimed that when he was 40, the angel 
Gabriel gave him messages from Allah Gabriel gave him messages from Allah 
�� He thought they were messages from a demon (a He thought they were messages from a demon (a jinnjinn) and ) and 
felt great pressure on his body, but his wife Khadijah felt great pressure on his body, but his wife Khadijah 
convinced him otherwiseconvinced him otherwise
�� Sadly, his Christian cousin “assured” Muhammad that God Sadly, his Christian cousin “assured” Muhammad that God 
was calling him to be a prophet was calling him to be a prophet –– weak view of the sufficiency weak view of the sufficiency 
and finality of the Bibleand finality of the Bible
�� Before Muhammad, the Arab tribes worshipped 360 Before Muhammad, the Arab tribes worshipped 360 
different gods in the black stone (Kaba). His message focused different gods in the black stone (Kaba). His message focused 
on monotheismon monotheism

ISLAMISLAM
BEGINNINGSBEGINNINGS

�� Muhammad married twelve wives (some say 16) Muhammad married twelve wives (some say 16) 
and sanctioned polygamy. and sanctioned polygamy. 
�� One of his wives was 9 years old (see One of his wives was 9 years old (see Kingdom of Kingdom of 

the Cults, the Cults, p. 440)p. 440)
�� However, since Muhammad was However, since Muhammad was “special,” “special,” he was he was 
allowed more wives than all other Muslims (4 is the allowed more wives than all other Muslims (4 is the 
limit)limit)
�� As a side note As a side note –– Surah 4:34 allows for the beating Surah 4:34 allows for the beating 
of wives. Many verses like this should cause people of wives. Many verses like this should cause people 
to question the Koran’s “divine origin.”to question the Koran’s “divine origin.”
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ISLAMISLAM
BEGINNINGSBEGINNINGS

�� Muhammad’s own tribe rejected his preachingMuhammad’s own tribe rejected his preaching
�� Persecution increased as he continued to preach Persecution increased as he continued to preach 
against polytheismagainst polytheism
�� Finally, an army he gathered attacked Mecca, Finally, an army he gathered attacked Mecca, 
made a treaty with the Quraysh tribe, and took made a treaty with the Quraysh tribe, and took 
control of Mecca in 630 A.D. control of Mecca in 630 A.D. 
�� He unified all the tribes around Islam after He unified all the tribes around Islam after 
destroying the idols in the regiondestroying the idols in the region
�� Great zeal, wrong message, wrong God, wrong Great zeal, wrong message, wrong God, wrong 
view of sin, salvation, Jesus, heaven, and spirituality view of sin, salvation, Jesus, heaven, and spirituality 

ISLAMISLAM
BEGINNINGSBEGINNINGS

�� Iqbal: “Love of the Prophet runs like blood in the Iqbal: “Love of the Prophet runs like blood in the 
veins of his community.”  And “You can deny God, veins of his community.”  And “You can deny God, 
but you cannot deny the Prophet.”but you cannot deny the Prophet.”
��Although not considered divine, his example is Although not considered divine, his example is 
perfect.perfect.
��Abdalati writes: “He stands in history as the best Abdalati writes: “He stands in history as the best 
model for man in piety and perfection.  He is a living model for man in piety and perfection.  He is a living 
proof of what man can be and of what he can proof of what man can be and of what he can 
accomplish in the realm of excellence and virtueaccomplish in the realm of excellence and virtue.”.”
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ISLAMISLAM
BEGINNINGSBEGINNINGS
�� *ever criticize Muhammad when witnessing, though *ever criticize Muhammad when witnessing, though 
there is much to criticize about him!there is much to criticize about him!
��Since they pattern their life off of him, to attack him is Since they pattern their life off of him, to attack him is 
not only to attack his message, but their entire way of lifenot only to attack his message, but their entire way of life
� “Muslims will allow attacks on Allah: there are atheists “Muslims will allow attacks on Allah: there are atheists 
and atheistic publications, and rationalistic societies; but and atheistic publications, and rationalistic societies; but 
to disparage Muhammad will provoke from even the to disparage Muhammad will provoke from even the 
most ‘liberal’ sections of the community a fanaticism of most ‘liberal’ sections of the community a fanaticism of 
blazing vehemence.”  blazing vehemence.”  -- Wilfred Wilfred Cantwell Cantwell Smith Smith 
(comparative religion professor, Harvard)(comparative religion professor, Harvard)

KEY WRITINGSKEY WRITINGS
�� Qur’anQur’an (Koran) (Koran) –– means recitation means recitation 

or reading or reading 

ISLAMISLAM

�� In principle, no In principle, no 
translation is regarded translation is regarded 
as conveying the exact as conveying the exact 
meaning of the original; meaning of the original; 
although a few although a few 
translations are translations are 
considered acceptable, considered acceptable, 
nonnon--Arabic speaking Arabic speaking 
Muslims are encouraged Muslims are encouraged 
to learn Arabic.to learn Arabic.
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KEY WRITINGSKEY WRITINGS
�� The Qur’anThe Qur’an (Koran) is about the same length (Koran) is about the same length 

as the *ew Testament but the similarities as the *ew Testament but the similarities 
stop therestop there

�� It is not a book of history, nor a life of It is not a book of history, nor a life of 
Muhammad (like the Gospels),  nor a Muhammad (like the Gospels),  nor a 
theological treatise (like Romans)theological treatise (like Romans)

�� It is a message about Allah being supreme, It is a message about Allah being supreme, 
judgment is coming, and all need to submit to judgment is coming, and all need to submit to 
AllahAllah

ISLAMISLAM

KEY WRITINGSKEY WRITINGS
�� The Qur’anThe Qur’an lacks the rich variety of the Bible lacks the rich variety of the Bible 

(narratives, proverbs, Psalms, history, books (narratives, proverbs, Psalms, history, books 
like the Song of Solomon, or prophecies found like the Song of Solomon, or prophecies found 
in both testaments)in both testaments)

�� It is more like the Law of Moses, and is It is more like the Law of Moses, and is 
centered upon rulescentered upon rules

�� Christians believe the Bible is God’s Word Christians believe the Bible is God’s Word 
through menthrough men

�� Muslims believe the Qur’an has no human Muslims believe the Qur’an has no human 
influence (dictated from Allah)influence (dictated from Allah)

ISLAMISLAM
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KEY WRITINGSKEY WRITINGS
�� They revel in the fact that Muhammad was They revel in the fact that Muhammad was 

illiterate illiterate –– he could neither read nor write, so his he could neither read nor write, so his 
message “must” have been from Godmessage “must” have been from God

�� However, if he could read, he would see how he However, if he could read, he would see how he 
drastically changed the message of the Bible drastically changed the message of the Bible 
which he heard from his friends and familywhich he heard from his friends and family

�� The Qu’ran paradoxically teaches that Muslims The Qu’ran paradoxically teaches that Muslims 
should read parts of the Bible or listen to “people should read parts of the Bible or listen to “people 
of the book” but that the Bible is severely of the book” but that the Bible is severely 
corrupted (Baker, 117)corrupted (Baker, 117)

ISLAMISLAM

KEY WRITINGSKEY WRITINGS
�� There were synagogues and churches in Arabia There were synagogues and churches in Arabia 

during during Muhammad’s Muhammad’s time.time.
�� The big change he made was to say that Ishmael, The big change he made was to say that Ishmael, 

the father of the Arab people, was God’s chosen the father of the Arab people, was God’s chosen 
prophet and the line of blessingprophet and the line of blessing

�� In the account similar to Genesis 22, Abraham is In the account similar to Genesis 22, Abraham is 
about to offer Ishmael as a sacrifice about to offer Ishmael as a sacrifice 

�� Obviously the Quranic account is incorrect and Obviously the Quranic account is incorrect and 
altered the altered the Biblical account which predated the Biblical account which predated the 
Qur’an by 2100 years! The same goes for Qur’an by 2100 years! The same goes for 
Christ/CrossChrist/Cross

ISLAMISLAM
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Excursus on The BibleExcursus on The Bible
�� Every people have had a prophet (124,000) Every people have had a prophet (124,000) 

and a and a bookbook

�� Each prophet is for a certain age but Each prophet is for a certain age but 
Muhammad is said to be for all timesMuhammad is said to be for all times

�� Some prophets Some prophets are sinless are sinless (or almost)(or almost)

�� Though Though the Koran says to read the Bible, it the Koran says to read the Bible, it 
also vehemently attacks also vehemently attacks it.it.

�� Contradictions Contradictions abound in the Koran “ask the abound in the Koran “ask the 
people of the Book / yet they are infidels!”people of the Book / yet they are infidels!”

Excursus on The BibleExcursus on The Bible
•• Most of the prophets mentioned in the Qur’an are Most of the prophets mentioned in the Qur’an are 

biblical characters including;  Abraham, Isaac, biblical characters including;  Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Noah, David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses, Jacob, Noah, David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses, 
Aaron, Zakariya, John, Jesus, Elias, Ismail, Elisha, Aaron, Zakariya, John, Jesus, Elias, Ismail, Elisha, 
Jonah, Lot.  (6:84Jonah, Lot.  (6:84--86)86)

•• Eight suras are titled with the names of Old Eight suras are titled with the names of Old 
Testament people.  The Testament people.  The surasura of Joseph (Jacob’s son) of Joseph (Jacob’s son) 
is the longest narrative in the Qur’an.  Moses is the is the longest narrative in the Qur’an.  Moses is the 
most frequently mentioned.  David and Solomon most frequently mentioned.  David and Solomon 
get 33 mentions and the story of Noah appears get 33 mentions and the story of Noah appears 
thirty times.thirty times.
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Excursus on The BibleExcursus on The Bible
•• Five prophets are of the highest rank; Five prophets are of the highest rank; 

Muhammad, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Muhammad, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and 
Jesus.  Some include Adam in this list.Jesus.  Some include Adam in this list.

•• Abraham definitely gets top billing.  The Abraham definitely gets top billing.  The 
Qur’an says that “Abraham was not a Jew Qur’an says that “Abraham was not a Jew 
nor yet a Christian; But he was true in Faith, nor yet a Christian; But he was true in Faith, 
And bowed his will to God’s [which is Islam], And bowed his will to God’s [which is Islam], 
and he joined not gods with Allah.” (3:67)and he joined not gods with Allah.” (3:67)

•• Abraham supposedly lived in Saudi Arabia or Abraham supposedly lived in Saudi Arabia or 
travelled there (sacrifice on kaba) travelled there (sacrifice on kaba) –– “Arabize “Arabize 
the Bible in many places”the Bible in many places”

Excursus on The BibleExcursus on The Bible
•• Each prophet brought a book, although many Each prophet brought a book, although many 

are lost.  All religions have slipped from the are lost.  All religions have slipped from the 
truth given by their prophets and none have truth given by their prophets and none have 
preserved their texts.preserved their texts.

•• The goal is to bring 7The goal is to bring 7thth century Arabic culture century Arabic culture 
(dress, language, morality, law, etc.) to every (dress, language, morality, law, etc.) to every 
nation. Sharia Law for all is their goal.nation. Sharia Law for all is their goal.
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Excursus on The BibleExcursus on The Bible
•• Regarding the Bible:  “The first five books of the Old Regarding the Bible:  “The first five books of the Old 

Testament do not constitute the original Torah, but Testament do not constitute the original Torah, but 
parts of the Torah have been mingled up with other parts of the Torah have been mingled up with other 
narratives written by human beings and the original narratives written by human beings and the original 
guidance of the Lord is lost in that quagmire.  guidance of the Lord is lost in that quagmire.  
Similarly the four Gospels of Christ are not the Similarly the four Gospels of Christ are not the 
original Gospels as they came from the Prophet original Gospels as they came from the Prophet 
Jesus...the original and the fictitious, the Divine and Jesus...the original and the fictitious, the Divine and 
the human are so intermingled that the grain cannot the human are so intermingled that the grain cannot 
be separated from the chaff.  The fact is that the be separated from the chaff.  The fact is that the 
original Word of God is preserved neither with the original Word of God is preserved neither with the 
Jews nor with the Christians.  Qur’an, on the other Jews nor with the Christians.  Qur’an, on the other 
hand, is fully preserved and not a jot or tittle has hand, is fully preserved and not a jot or tittle has 
been changed or left out in it.”  Ajijola Tahrif been changed or left out in it.”  Ajijola Tahrif ––
Corruption of the JudeoCorruption of the Judeo--Christian ScripturesChristian Scriptures

KEY WRITINGSKEY WRITINGS

�� Hadith Hadith (Muhammad’s (Muhammad’s 
words and deeds)words and deeds)

ISLAMISLAM

�� Biblical Law of Moses, Biblical Law of Moses, 
Psalms, and Gospel of Jesus Psalms, and Gospel of Jesus 
(the (the InjilInjil) are accepted by ) are accepted by 
Qur’anQur’an, but Muslim , but Muslim 
scholars teach the Jews and scholars teach the Jews and 
Christians have corrupted Christians have corrupted 
these original revelations.these original revelations.
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KEY KEY WRITINGS WRITINGS --
HADITHHADITH

�� The source of traditional sayings of The source of traditional sayings of 
MuhammadMuhammad

�� Contains most of Muhammad’s “miracles”Contains most of Muhammad’s “miracles”
�� Bukhari admitted collecting 300,000 hadithBukhari admitted collecting 300,000 hadith
�� Considered 100,000 “traditions” to be trueConsidered 100,000 “traditions” to be true
�� *arrowed them down to 7,275 with many *arrowed them down to 7,275 with many 

repetitionsrepetitions
�� There are various traditionsThere are various traditions
�� Muslims use this to model their lives after Muslims use this to model their lives after 

Muhammad Muhammad 

ISLAMISLAM

ISLAMISLAM
�� God (God (AllahAllah) is one. The greatest sin in Islam is ) is one. The greatest sin in Islam is 

shirkshirk, or associating anything with , or associating anything with Allah.Allah.

WHO IS GOD?WHO IS GOD?

“Allah”in “Allah”in 

ArabicArabic



3/4/2010

14

ISLAMISLAM
�� Allah is a preAllah is a pre--Muslim Muslim AArabic term for Godrabic term for God
�� Arab Christians use the term Arab Christians use the term Allah Allah for the for the 

God of the Bible God of the Bible 
�� Most Muslims believe that the Christian view Most Muslims believe that the Christian view 

of the Trinity is: God, Jesus (man), and Mary of the Trinity is: God, Jesus (man), and Mary 
(Allah will ask Jesus, did you say (Allah will ask Jesus, did you say -- “Take “Take me me 
and my mother for two gods besides Allahand my mother for two gods besides Allah”? ”? 
And Jesus will say *O! And Jesus will say *O! Surah 5:116)Surah 5:116)

�� Others believe that no matter how you explain Others believe that no matter how you explain 
it, the Father, Son, and Spirit are three godsit, the Father, Son, and Spirit are three gods

WHO IS GOD?WHO IS GOD?

ISLAMISLAM
�� Many Muslims think that Christians believe in Many Muslims think that Christians believe in 

three gods and are therefore guilty of three gods and are therefore guilty of shirkshirk. . 
�� Human Human attributes attributes such as such as fatherhood cannot fatherhood cannot 

be be associated associated with Godwith God..
�� Allah is a distant God, whom one cannot have Allah is a distant God, whom one cannot have 

a relationship witha relationship with
�� He is mainly transcendent and not immanentHe is mainly transcendent and not immanent
�� Would never speak directly to manWould never speak directly to man
�� He would He would never take on flesh or never take on flesh or indwell indwell 

anyone and He is unknowable (Rose book, 59)anyone and He is unknowable (Rose book, 59)

WHO IS GOD?WHO IS GOD?
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ISLAMISLAM
The The Islamic God is his absolute and indivisible Islamic God is his absolute and indivisible 
unity. In unity. In ssuraura 112, Muhammad defines God in 112, Muhammad defines God in 
these words: "Say: He is God, The One and these words: "Say: He is God, The One and 
Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He 
begetteth not, *or is He begotten; And there is begetteth not, *or is He begotten; And there is 
none Like unto Him." This none Like unto Him." This surasura is held to be is held to be 
worth a third of the whole Qur’an. The seven worth a third of the whole Qur’an. The seven 
heavens and the seven earths are founded heavens and the seven earths are founded 
upon it. Islamic tradition affirms that to upon it. Islamic tradition affirms that to 
confess this verse sheds one’s sins as a man confess this verse sheds one’s sins as a man 
might strip a tree in autumn of its leaves" might strip a tree in autumn of its leaves" 
(Cragg, 39).(Cragg, 39).

WHO IS GOD?WHO IS GOD?

ISLAMISLAM
�� The overwhelming picture of Allah in the The overwhelming picture of Allah in the 

Bible is that he is sovereign, distant, and angryBible is that he is sovereign, distant, and angry
�� Whereas the Bible speaks of God having Whereas the Bible speaks of God having 

compassion and love, quick to forgive, the compassion and love, quick to forgive, the 
Qu’ran has passages which speaks about God Qu’ran has passages which speaks about God 
not forgiving wrongdoers not forgiving wrongdoers 

�� Very few verses speak of Allah’s love (Sura Very few verses speak of Allah’s love (Sura 
3:31) and those that do say if you obey Allah 3:31) and those that do say if you obey Allah 
he will love you (not if you love Him, he will love you (not if you love Him, obey or obey or 
that God loved the world and would sacrifice that God loved the world and would sacrifice 
to save it)to save it)

WHO IS GOD?WHO IS GOD?
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ISLAMISLAM
�� According to Islam, Jesus (According to Islam, Jesus (IsaIsa in Arabic) is one of in Arabic) is one of 

the most respected of the over 124,000 prophets the most respected of the over 124,000 prophets 
sent by Allah. sent by Allah. 

�� Jesus was sinless.Jesus was sinless.

�� Jesus was born of a virgin. His virgin birth is like Jesus was born of a virgin. His virgin birth is like 
Adam’s creation.Adam’s creation.

�� Jesus is not God, and God is not Jesus.Jesus is not God, and God is not Jesus.

WHO IS JESUS?WHO IS JESUS?

ISLAMISLAM
�� According to Islam, Jesus was a great miracle According to Islam, Jesus was a great miracle 

worker, but not the Son of God.worker, but not the Son of God.

�� He was not crucified (he ascended to heaven without He was not crucified (he ascended to heaven without 
dyingdying) but Allah put Judas in his place to deceive the ) but Allah put Judas in his place to deceive the 
people. Hence, no resurrection.people. Hence, no resurrection.

�� He is referred to as messiah and ayatollah He is referred to as messiah and ayatollah 
((ayat allah,ayat allah, sign of God).sign of God).

�� Jesus, not Muhammad, will return for a special Jesus, not Muhammad, will return for a special 
role role before the future judgment day, before the future judgment day, turning turning 
Christians Christians and the world to and the world to IslamIslam. He will then die.. He will then die.

WHO IS JESUS?WHO IS JESUS?
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ISLAMISLAM
�� Muhammad is the great and final prophet, who Muhammad is the great and final prophet, who 

supersedes Jesus supersedes Jesus 
�� The Qu’ran has many contradictions, one of which states The Qu’ran has many contradictions, one of which states 

that Jesus was a slave (Sura 43:59), and that he was not a that Jesus was a slave (Sura 43:59), and that he was not a 
slave (Sura 4:172)slave (Sura 4:172)

�� One passage says that Jesus was taken to heaven (Sura One passage says that Jesus was taken to heaven (Sura 
4:157), another says he died and will be raised (199:33)4:157), another says he died and will be raised (199:33)

�� Strangely, Muhammad is given more reverence though he Strangely, Muhammad is given more reverence though he 
was not sinless, a miraclewas not sinless, a miracle--worker, or called Messiah worker, or called Messiah ––
concepts the Qu’ran supports regarding Jesus (3:46concepts the Qu’ran supports regarding Jesus (3:46--57)57)

WHO IS JESUS?WHO IS JESUS?

ISLAMISLAM
�� Muslims think that Christians believe God had sex Muslims think that Christians believe God had sex 

with Mary to produce Jesuswith Mary to produce Jesus
�� Islam also teaches that it is impossible for someone to Islam also teaches that it is impossible for someone to 

die for us since we must all be responsible for our die for us since we must all be responsible for our 
own sinsown sins

�� Substitutionary atonement seems spiritually Substitutionary atonement seems spiritually 
irresponsibleirresponsible

�� Muslims believe that Judaism and Christianity will Muslims believe that Judaism and Christianity will 
wither away, in part due to these “false teachings” wither away, in part due to these “false teachings” 
about a God(s), Christ, and salvation about a God(s), Christ, and salvation 

WHO IS JESUS?WHO IS JESUS?
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ISLAMISLAM
�� “It is not befitting “It is not befitting to to (the majesty of) (the majesty of) Allah that Allah that He He 

should beget a son…” (19:35)should beget a son…” (19:35)
�� “They say, “They say, ‘Allah hath ‘Allah hath begotten A son’…*o warrant begotten A son’…*o warrant 

Have ye for this! (10:68)Have ye for this! (10:68)
�� “Say not ‘Trinity’: desist: it will be better for you: for “Say not ‘Trinity’: desist: it will be better for you: for 

Allah is One God: glory be to Him: (far Exalted is Allah is One God: glory be to Him: (far Exalted is 
He) above having a son. (4:171He) above having a son. (4:171))

�� Writings Writings on walls in Mosque on walls in Mosque –– article by Lambert article by Lambert 
Dolphin at Dolphin at www.dolphin.orgwww.dolphin.org

WHO IS JESUS?WHO IS JESUS?

ISLAMISLAM
�� Belief in angels is essential to Islam (2:177Belief in angels is essential to Islam (2:177))
�� Why? Because they believe each person is assigned Why? Because they believe each person is assigned 

two angels two angels –– one to record their good deeds, the other one to record their good deeds, the other 
to record their bad deedsto record their bad deeds

�� Four Four archangels: archangels: Gabriel (Holy Spirit), Michael Gabriel (Holy Spirit), Michael 
(Guardian of the Jews), Israfil (summoner to (Guardian of the Jews), Israfil (summoner to 
resurrection), Izra’il (angel of death)resurrection), Izra’il (angel of death)

�� JinnJinn are a separate race created by fire, some are are a separate race created by fire, some are 
good some are evil.good some are evil.

ANGELSANGELS
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AnthropologyAnthropology
�� Adam was the first man, created in heaven and Adam was the first man, created in heaven and 

removed after he sinnedremoved after he sinned

�� Eve’s creation is not mentionedEve’s creation is not mentioned

�� Angels were made to bow down to AdamAngels were made to bow down to Adam

�� Mankind was created innocent but chose to sinMankind was created innocent but chose to sin

�� Mankind is misled but not fallenMankind is misled but not fallen

�� We are intrinsically weak, frail, and imperfect.  We are intrinsically weak, frail, and imperfect.  

We are forgetful of God.We are forgetful of God.

SinSin
�� “In “In the Islamic view, human beings are no the Islamic view, human beings are no 

more ‘fallen’ than they are ‘saved.’  Because more ‘fallen’ than they are ‘saved.’  Because 

they are not ‘fallen,’ they have no need of a they are not ‘fallen,’ they have no need of a 

savior.  But because they are not ‘saved’ savior.  But because they are not ‘saved’ 

either, they need to do good workseither, they need to do good works——and do and do 

them ethicallythem ethically——which alone will earn them which alone will earn them 

the desired ‘salvation.”  (although salvation is the desired ‘salvation.”  (although salvation is 

the wrong termthe wrong term))

�� Allah will do nothing to help a person attain Allah will do nothing to help a person attain 

“salvation”“salvation”
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SinSin
......Islam teaches that people are born innocent Islam teaches that people are born innocent 

and remain so until each makes him or herself and remain so until each makes him or herself 

guilty by a guilty deed.  Islam does not believe guilty by a guilty deed.  Islam does not believe 

in ‘original sin’; and its scripture interprets in ‘original sin’; and its scripture interprets 

Adam’s disobedience as his own personal Adam’s disobedience as his own personal 

misdeedmisdeed——a misdeed for which he repented a misdeed for which he repented 

and which God forgave.” and which God forgave.” 

-- Faruqi, Islamic scholar from Temple Faruqi, Islamic scholar from Temple 

University  University  

SinSin
��Man is fundamentally good; there is no Man is fundamentally good; there is no 

need for redemption, conversion, or need for redemption, conversion, or 

regeneration.regeneration.

��What is needed is a restoration, a What is needed is a restoration, a 

returning or remembering that God exists.returning or remembering that God exists.



3/4/2010

21

ISLAMISLAM
�� Humans are basically good, but fallible and Humans are basically good, but fallible and 

need guidance.need guidance.

�� The balance between good and bad deeds The balance between good and bad deeds 
determines eternal destiny in paradise or hell.determines eternal destiny in paradise or hell.

�� Allah’s mercy may tip the balances to heaven, Allah’s mercy may tip the balances to heaven, 
as his will is supreme. as his will is supreme. 

�� Allah is supreme and subject to no law. He Allah is supreme and subject to no law. He 
could allow you in heaven and then throw you could allow you in heaven and then throw you 
out centuries laterout centuries later

HOW TO BE SAVEDHOW TO BE SAVED

SalvationSalvation
�� Consists of both belief (iman) and action Consists of both belief (iman) and action 

(amal(amal). Many find Islam appealing ). Many find Islam appealing 
because it is so simple in theorybecause it is so simple in theory

�� Belief consists Belief consists of 6 key areas:of 6 key areas:
1.1. Believe in the oneness of GodBelieve in the oneness of God
2.2. Believe in the prophecy of MuhammadBelieve in the prophecy of Muhammad
3.3. Believe in angelsBelieve in angels
4.4. Accept the Qur’anAccept the Qur’an
5.5. Believe in Believe in resurrection/judgment/heaven resurrection/judgment/heaven 

or hell for allor hell for all
6.6. Believe that God decrees everythingBelieve that God decrees everything
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SalvationSalvation
�� Good works consist of the Good works consist of the five (or six) five (or six) 

pillarspillars::
1.1. Reciting the confession (shahada)Reciting the confession (shahada)
2.2. PrayerPrayer
3.3. FastingFasting
4.4. AlmsgivingAlmsgiving
5.5. Pilgrimage to MeccaPilgrimage to Mecca
6.6. (Jihad)(Jihad)

ISLAMISLAM
�� Resurrection of  bodies.Resurrection of  bodies.

�� Fear of eternal torment is a prevalent theme Fear of eternal torment is a prevalent theme 
of the Qur’an. of the Qur’an. 

�� Paradise includes a garden populated with Paradise includes a garden populated with 
hourishouris, maidens designed by Allah to , maidens designed by Allah to 
provide sexual pleasures to righteous menprovide sexual pleasures to righteous men..

�� Islamic view of heaven is very sensualIslamic view of heaven is very sensual

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATHWHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH
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The Five The Five pillars of Islam:pillars of Islam:
1.1. Confessing Confessing that Allah is the one true God and that that Allah is the one true God and that 

Muhammad is his prophetMuhammad is his prophet. (. (Shahada Shahada –– all that is all that is 
needed to become a Muslim)needed to become a Muslim)

2.2. Praying five Praying five times times daily daily 
facing Meccafacing Mecca. (Prescribed, . (Prescribed, 
in Arabic, very repetitious)in Arabic, very repetitious)

3.3. Giving alms (moneyGiving alms (money).).
Sunnis give 2.5%, Sunnis give 2.5%, 
Shi’ites give 20% to Shi’ites give 20% to 
the poorthe poor

BELIEFS BELIEFS AND PRACTICESAND PRACTICES

ISLAMISLAM

4.4. Fasting Fasting during the month of during the month of Ramadan (midRamadan (mid--August August 
to midto mid--September)September)
-- Abstain from food, drink, and sex from dawn to Abstain from food, drink, and sex from dawn to 
sunsetsunset

5.5. Making pilgrimage to Making pilgrimage to 
Mecca (Mecca (Hajj)Hajj)

Once Once in a in a lifetimelifetime..
Believed to be the Believed to be the 
location of Edenlocation of Eden

BELIEFS BELIEFS AND PRACTICESAND PRACTICES
Five pillars of IslamFive pillars of Islam::



3/4/2010

24

ISLAMISLAM
�� Muslims believe that Abraham, Hagar, and Muslims believe that Abraham, Hagar, and 

Ishmael built a house of worship hereIshmael built a house of worship here
�� Muhammad supposedly went to Jerusalem, then Muhammad supposedly went to Jerusalem, then 

to Paradise, and back from Mecca, in one nightto Paradise, and back from Mecca, in one night

MECCAMECCA

ISLAMISLAM
�� Some say Some say jihad jihad is the 6is the 6thth pillar of Islampillar of Islam
�� Some secular experts or moderate Muslims have Some secular experts or moderate Muslims have 

tried to say that tried to say that jihad jihad refers to only a personal refers to only a personal 
spiritual struggle and not a religious warspiritual struggle and not a religious war

�� But it has been understood as “holy war” for But it has been understood as “holy war” for 
centuries and as most know, Islam was spread centuries and as most know, Islam was spread 
by the swordby the sword

JIHADJIHAD
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ISLAMISLAM
JIHAD PASSAGESJIHAD PASSAGES

When you meet unbelievers, smite their necks, then, 

when you have made wide slaughter among them, tie fast 

the bonds; then set them free, either by grace or ransom, 

till the war lays down its loads. So it shall be; and if  God 

had willed, He would have avenged Himself  upon them; 

but that He may try some of  you by means of  others. 

And those who are slain in the way of  God, He will not 

send their works astray. He will guide them, and dispose 

their minds aright, and He will admit them to Paradise, 

that He has made known to them. (Sura 47:4-7) 

ISLAMISLAM
JIHAD PASSAGESJIHAD PASSAGES

And those who emigrated, and were expelled from their habitations, those who suffered 

hurt in My way, and fought, and were slain--them I shall surely acquit of  their evil deeds, 

and I shall admit them to gardens underneath which rivers flow. A reward from Allah! 

And Allah with Him is the fairest reward. (Sura 3:193-195) 

They wish that you should disbelieve as they believe, and then you would be equal; 

therefore take not to yourselves friends of  them, until they emigrate in the way of  Allah; 

then, if  they turn their backs, take them, and slay them wherever you find them; take not 

to yourselves any one of  them as friend or helper. (Sura 4:95) 

Then, when the sacred months are drawn away, slay the idolaters wherever you find 

them, and take them, and confine them, and lie in wait for them at ever place of  ambush. 

But if  they repent, and perform the prayer, and pay the alms, then let them go their way. 

(Sura 9:5) 
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ISLAMISLAM
JIHAD PASSAGESJIHAD PASSAGES

Fight those who believe not in Allah and the Last Day and do not forbid what 

Allah and His messenger have forbidden such men as practice not the religion 

of  truth, even if  they are people of  the Book until they pat the tribute out of  

hand and have been humbled. (Sura 9:28) 

This is the recompense of  those who fight against Allah and His Messenger, 

and hasten about the earth, to do corruption there: they shall be slaughtered, or 

crucified, or their hands and feet shall alternately be struck off, or they shall be 

banished from the land. That is a degradation for them in this world; and in the 

world to come awaits them a mighty chastisement, except for such as repent, 

before you have power over them. So know you that Allah is All-forgiving, All-

compassionate. (Sura 5:36) 

ISLAMISLAM
�� Go to mosque for prayers, sermons, counselGo to mosque for prayers, sermons, counsel..
�� Friday is their day of corporate Friday is their day of corporate worshipworship

OTHER BELIEFS AND PRACTICESOTHER BELIEFS AND PRACTICES


